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Did you know...
The name Werribee is an Aboriginal word shared 
between several Traditional Owner languages in 

Victoria. In Wathawurrung, Werribee is spelled Werripii.
Pronunciation and spelling of the word Werribee 

might be slightly different in different local Aboriginal 
languages, but the meaning of the word is shared: 

Werribee means backbone, or spine. 
The Werribee River is a perennial river, meaning that 

it flows year-round. It’s an important water source for 
the animals and plants. 

The river’s source is in the Wombat State Reserve, 
part of the Great Dividing Range. From there, it travels 

110km across volcanic plains before flowing out to 
sea via the river’s mouth in Port Phillip Bay. 

Along the way, the river gives life to many different 
habitats and ecosystems. But what is an ecosystem, 

and why is it important? 
Turn the page to discover more about a healthy 

Werribee River ecosystem.

What animals can you find?



Werribee River Ecosystem 
An ecosystem is a large community of living things including plants, animals and microbes, living together 
in a particular area. In an ecosystem, all livings things are connected. They live, feed, reproduce and interact 
together. All livings things in an ecosystem rely on the non-living parts of that ecosystem’s environment - like 
air, water, climate and geographical features - to survive and thrive.

The Werribee River and its surrounding floodplains and woodlands ecosystems that provides habitat for 
many different flora (plants) and fauna (animals). Ecosystems that support many different plants and 
animals are rich in biodiversity.

Look 
and Find

Birds

1 Cockatoo

1 Parrot

1 Cormorant 

1 Kookaburra

1 Wedge-tailed Eagle

1 Boobook Owl 

1 Barn Owl

2 Wood Ducks and chicks 

1 Magpie

2 Superb Fairy Wrens

1 Tawny Frog Mouth

Mammals

1 Possum

2 Wallabies

1 Rakali

Monotremes  

1 Platypus

1 echidna 

Reptiles 

1 Tiger Snake 

1 Blue-tongue Lizard  

1 Growling Grass Frog



A healthy Werribee river and floodplain ecosystem has: 
Trees, especially eucalypts: Birds, mammals and reptiles find food, habitat and protection in trees. The hollows 
and limbs provide places for birds, koalas, and other small mammals to nest, rest and sometimes hide.

Medium-sized shrubs and bushes: provide food and shelter for animals such as wallabies and echidnas. 

Ground cover grasses and herbs: perfect places for small, ground-dwelling creatures like insects, small 
reptiles, birds and mammals to shelter and forage for food.

The animals living in this ecosystem help spread the seeds and pods of the plants they rely on for food and 
shelter so that similar ecosystems can establish elsewhere.



Extra Credit!

Below are some of the species we planted along the Werribee River.  
Can you match the picture to the right plant name? Draw a line to match them up! 

Tree Canopy

River Red-gum

Werribee Blue Box

Understory Shrubs

Gold Dust Wattle

Turkey Bush

Tree Violet

Sticky Boobialla

Ground Layer

Wallaby Grass

Bulbine Lily

Kidney-weed

Nodding Saltbush

Ruby saltbush

Weeping Grass

Kangaroo Grass

Riparian and Boggy Areas

Swamp Stonecrop

The People and Parks  
Foundation thanks our partners:
• Parks Victoria 
• National Landcare Program
• CDC Victoria
• CMV Truck & Bus
• Volgren
By working together, we can plant more native and endemic  
vegetation along waterways like the Werribee River to build support ecosystems for improved biodiversity.

Want to find the answers? Head to the Werribee: Delivering a Greener West Project Page at www/peopleandparks.org


